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In the village of Godamuri some 70 miles south and west of Calcutta, two
children were found, October, 1920, with four wolf cubs and two or three
adult wolves. The older child, called Kamala, who had now reached the
age of about eight years, was placed in the hands of a missionary who main-
tained an orphanage and there she remained until her death nine years later.
The other wolf child died early. The rector of the orphanage, Rev. J. A. L.
Singh, kept a detailed diary of his observations on the children, and Dr. Gesell
has examined this diary and based his book upon the data contained therein.
At first Kamala reacted to her environment as would an animal; but
expert massage combined with kindness and patience slowly resulted in an
adaptation of her muscles to human use and her ways to human ways. She
was at first unable to talk. She lapped water as a dog does and she would
scratch the door and howl for admission to the house. She walked on hands
and knees and sometimes on all fours. In June, 1923, she first stood on two
feet. During 1924 she began to use words and during the year she accumu-
lated a vocabulary of 30 words. During 1926 she ran simple errands and
by the end of the year had a vocabulary of 45 words. She died in November,
1929.
The author finds that Kamala's wild life had altered her physical propor-
tions, but to the query: Was she mentally deficient, he answers "probably not."
Kamala's chronological age at death was about 17 years; her intelligence
was that of a child of 32/a years. He is inclined to think that she would have
attained a 12-year level had she survived. This conclusion of the author
seems to the reviewer highly speculative. Certainly the steps of mental
development (after 8 years of repression, to be sure) are like those of a
feeble-minded child.
The book is a fine detailed study of a remarkable case of repressed develop-
ment. C. B. DAVENPORT.
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This monograph by the well-known authority on endocrinology will be
welcomed by investigators in both the purely experimental and the clinical
fields, for the author presents in detail many interesting studies applicable
to both.
Among these studies, of particular interest is the percutaneous use of
estrogenic hormone with estroglandol ointment. Especially good results were
obtained in painful pruritus vulvae senilis and this may represent a valuable
contribution to the therapy of this condition. This treatment is not recom-
mended, however, in kraurosis vulvae, where anatomical changes are found
in the skin. The author states that the rubbing of alcoholic tinctures ofBOOK REVIEWS
estrogenic hormone into the skin is almost as effective clinically as are injec-
tions of the hormone. This also may be of definite clinical use to those
patients inaccessible to injection treatment.
In discussing the effect of large doses of estrogenic hormone the author
states that in his rat experiments he has never seen changes which one could
interpret as malignant tumors or precancerous lesions. He states, however,
that the strain of rats used tends little to spontaneous tumors, which may be
a factor in the non-occurrence of either uterine or breast cancer in those
treated with estrogenic hormone.
In discussing this phase of the subject the author fairly concludes "we
cannot draw conclusions concerning the human subject from findings obtained
in mice or rats; but still the knowledge of the experimental production of
carcinoma of the uterus by the use of estrogenic hormone, even if this occurred
very rarely, must alarm the clinician-all the more so since similar results have
been described in monkeys."
The author's treatment of secondary amenorrhea with progesterone alone
is an interesting experiment because it has been assumed that progesterone
cannot become active until it meets a proliferated mucous membrane, devel-
oped under the influence of estrogenic hormone, to act upon. His summary
of this chapter may be briefly stated.
1. Progesterone will induce intracyclic bleeding during the postmenstrual
stage.
2. In secondary amenorrhea progesterone can induce bleeding, primary
treatment with estrogenic hormone being unnecessary.
3. In primary amenorrhea progesterone treatment alone fails, but can suc-
ceed if small amounts of estrogen are added.
4. During pregnancy bleeding cannot be initiated by progesterone.
In discussing the mechanism of menstruation the author concludes that
"cycle and menstruation of the female organism are produced by the hormonic
action of the gonadotropic and ovarian hormones independently of the ovum.
The experimental induction of uterine bleeding through estrone and/or
progesterone suggests the existence of a chain-reaction initiating the activity
of a special bleeding factor which may be produced in the organism by the
hormones themselves."
In concluding this survey of Dr. Zondek's monograph the reviewer wishes
to comment upon the literary quality of the work. In language which can
be readily understood by those unfamiliar with the finer technicalities of this
phase of endocrinology, the author sets forth his views in a simple but direct
and forceful manner. Writers and publishers of scientific literature would
do well to remember that this style of expression creates readers.
HERBERT THOMS.
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